Memories of ‘Ranskill Station’ 

Ranskill Station was opened in 1852 when the Railway Line from Peterborough to Doncaster was opened.  It was known as the ‘Towns Line’ as it passed through Grantham, Newark and Retford to Doncaster.

The Station played a very important role in village life for over 100 years when it was closed under the Beeching Plan.  The first trains of the day went to Retford at 8.20 a.m. and 8.30 to Doncaster.  During the day there was a two hourly service to both towns.

My first memory is in 1926 when I was 5 years old.  I can remember my Father saying to Mother – ‘The Strike is over the trains are running again.  That was the 1926 National Rail Strike.

The Stationmasters house was on the Station.  There was a Booking Office and Waiting Room on the Platform and seats to sit on until the train arrived.  When the train was coming the Signalman rang a hand bell to alert people waiting for the train.

The Station Staff was two Porters who worked shifts and a man known as ‘Shunter Bill’.  The Station had quite a large Goods Depot and a Stable where the Station Shire Horse was kept.  Shunter Bill cared for the horse and it was used to pull wagons around the sidings in the Station Yard.  It was also used to pull a Dray delivering and collecting goods around the village.

Farmers sending produce by rail used the Goods Yards and two Coal Merchants in the village had their office in the Goods Yard,

In the 1930’s Train Fares were 1 penny per mile so that you could travel 240 miles on the old Pound.

In August every years the two Chapel and Church Sunday Schools combined for the Sunday School Trip to the Seaside and special train of three coaches went from Ranskill to Cleethorpes, Skegness, Bridlington or Scarborough.  On the day of the trip the two Villages would be vacated as everyone would go on the Trip.

The Railway also ran excursion Trains on Sundays and you could go to the Seaside for a little as 2/6d/ (25p new money)

In 1927 a Bus Service started from Retford to Doncaster and it gradually took business away from the Station.  During the War workers coming to the Ordnance Factory from Rotherham and Barnsley used it.
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