News


The Environment Agency together with Bassetlaw District Council and recycling plants across the country are advising people to check the contents of their recycling bins following 
Large amounts of recyclable waste being rejected, due to contamination with non-recyclable materials.
It seems there is some confusion and misinformation as to which household products can be placed in the blue recycling bin and which belong in the standard bin. The new scheme hopes to target those who are leaving the wrong waste in their blue bin as it can result in lots of recyclable waste being rejected. 
Once a dustbin lorry has been contaminated by just one incorrectly filled blue bin its contents will then be refused by the recycling plant. This means that the entire contents of the lorry will have to be taken to a landfill, and none of waste will actually be recycled.
The Council is now ensuring that if your blue bin is found contaminated, it will not be collected, and you will be asked to sort the contents into their rightful places. After the contamination has been removed, the Council will be more than happy to collect the bin in question on the next round.
The most commonly misplaced object is carrier bags, which are not recyclable. Other items mistakenly placed in the blue bins include vacuum cleaners, medical waste, used nappies computers and food waste.
The majority of the contamination is due to mistakes and forgetfulness, therefore a number of strategies are being launched to refresh people’s memories. These include employing ‘spotters’ in the areas in which contamination is at its peak. 
If the Council feel that people are deliberately ignoring the messages these people may have their blue bin removed. 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Health, Councillor Miss Mary Stokes said: 
“We are grateful to the people of Bassetlaw for co-operating with the blue bin scheme, but now we are asking for residents to make sure we can recycle as much as possible by avoiding contaminating the blue bin. This results in loads being rejected by the recycling companies.”
