MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17TH MAY 2005 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors K. Valentine (Chair), Councillors Blatchford, Boardman, Bown,  Brown, Kercel, Verity, West and Williams

CLERK: Mrs. H. Skelton

There were four members of the public in attendance.

01/0505:  APOLOGIES: None

02/0505:  APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN:  Councillor Verity proposed and Councillor Bown seconded that Councillor Valentine is re-elected.

03/0505:  DECLARATION OF CHAIRMAN’S ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE was signed by Councillor Valentine.

04/0505:  DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST – None

05/0505:  OTHER APPOINTMENTS:

a) Vice Chairman – Councillor Boardman – re-elected

b) Planning Committee – Chairman + Councillors Blatchford, Boardman, Bown and Verity

c) Burial Committee:  Chairman + Councillors Brown, Kercel and Verity

d) Church Room Committee – Councillor Blatchford

06/0505:  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19th April 2005 were signed as a true record.

07/0505:  CRIME: Report from P.C. Pilsworth 

a) 3 crimes were reported in the village between 18th April and 12th May 2005.

b) All officers at Harworth Police Station had been made aware of the problem.

c) The Police had received five letters from residents of Blyth Road complaining of traffic problems from heavy goods vehicles. PC Pilsworth had written to the writer of the first letter saying that it was not a Police matter and referred the writer to the Highways department and the speed detection unit.

d) Police Community Safety Officers:  The Clerk had obtained the figures for the cost of a part time officer in the village. This was £13,702 in the first year.  Councillor Bown was asked to ask at the NALC meeting on Monday 23rd May whether other villages were participating and whether it would be possible to share the cost of an officer.

08/0505:  PARISH PLAN UPDATE – The Clerk reported that the questionnaires had been distributed and collected and sent to Nottinghamshire Rural Communities Council for collation.  It appeared that there was approximately a 50% return of the questionnaires.  Several members of the public had completed the volunteer sheets.

09/0505:  PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP:  

RESOLVED that:

a) New Road – Clerk to ask NCC Highways to repair sections of the footpath.

b) Volunteers have undertaken to colour code and list walks in the area with a view to publish them in the STAR and on the website.

c) A new signpost is requested to replace the missing one on the corner of Folly Nook Lane with the North Road.

10/0505:  TRAFFIC PROBLEMS:  The Clerk had requested that Mr. Chris Charnley, the Highways Manager (North) attend the meeting.  However, a letter was received from Mr. Alan Birt, Customer Services Manager, giving an update of all traffic problems within the village, saying that he was willing to attend the meeting but would be unable to give any further information other than stated in the letter as there is to be a new Cabinet Minister for the Environment who would need to assess all traffic situations throughout the County before making decisions.  

RESOLVED that: The letter to be published in the STAR and a copy sent to the Chairman of the Blyth Road residents committee.

11/0505:  COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH:  

Information had been circulated prior to meeting.  Councillor Bown was asked to raise the subject at the Northern Area Committee on the 23rd May. 

RESOLVED: To explore the possibility of sharing the facility with other villages.

12/0505:  HIGHWAYS – VERGES

The Clerk had discovered that NCC Highways Department had never had Ranskill on the list of villages carrying out their own grass cutting.  Ranskill had carried out its own cutting for at least 40 years and should have been paid by NCC since 1996.  In order to continue with the cutting the Clerk had submitted a comprehensive risk assessment for Leverton Landscapes to the Health and Safety department in Nottingham.  A major risk assessment is also to be carried out for the village.

RESOLVED:   That the Clerk pursues NCC for the financial grant to be given for this year 2005/2006.  Also to ask why the Highway Manger responsible for checking the mowing and the tractor drivers had not noticed that the verges had been cut as the work is carried out fortnightly.

13/0505:  BACK LANE:  

It had been brought to the attention of the Parish Council that the owners of two plots of land on either side of Back Lane had applied to register part of the lane with the Land Registry.    The application has been founded on the usque ad medium filum presumption; the Applicants own the land on either side of this portion of Back Lane.

The Parish Council could make an application to register Back Lane itself, if we can show documentary title to the land or show title by adverse possession.

RESOLVED: That Councillor Boardman study the 1805 Inclosure Award to ascertain whether the Parish Council could make a counter claim to register the land.

14/0505:  CEMETERY – Trees:

The Clerk had been unable to establish whether the trees were the property of the Church or the Ranskill and Torworth Joint Burial Committee.  The Parochial Church Council is to discuss whether they can offer a sum of money towards the work, which will cost between £900 and £1000.

RESOLVED:  That providing Torworth Parish Council is in agreement the work should be carried out forthwith.

15/0505:  BASSETLAW STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT:  

RESOLVED:  That the Planning Committee undertakes to study the document and make comments on its contents.

16/0505:  TRANSFER OF JUSTICES LICENCES:

Transfer of licence received for The Top Shop and The Bluebell.

17/0505:  FINANCE AND PAYMENTS:

a) Audit for the year ending 31st March 2005 had been completed and signed by the Internal Auditor.

RESOLVED:  That the accounts be accepted and signed.

b) RESOLVED:  that the following accounts be passed for payment:

      876  WREN (half of third party funding for slide)           £414.29

      877   NALC Training Course Fee – Councillor Kercel
    £12.50

      878   Nottinghamshire Archives – Copying Map

    £34.50

879 NCC Country Supplies – Stationery/Ink Cartridges £68.43 

880 St. Barnabas Church Room – Hire for year

  £146.50

881 NCC School Crossing Patrol – Grant


  £476.92

882 Leverton Landscapes – Mowing


   £244.40

883 Playground Management – Risk assessment
     £83.43

884 Allianz Cornhill – Insurance


              £310.64

885 Clerks Salary & Expenses



    £260.33

886 R. Fisher – Painting Climbing Frame
               £220.00

887 Ranskill Scout Group – Donation for Spring Clean     £50.00

888 Internal Auditor



   
                 £80.00

18/0505:  PLANNING MATTERS:

a) Decision Notice – Convert Farm Buildings – High House Barn, Bishopfield Lane, Ranskill – Grant Permission.

b) Letter received from BDC regarding possible breach of planning control.

19/0505:  AMENITIES AND FACILITIES:

a) Village Park 

i) Equipment – Three Councillors and the Clerk attended a Seminar on Play Equipment for teenagers.  

RESOLVED that the young people be consulted as to what type of equipment they would like to see in the village. 

ii) Registration - The village park is Parish Land, which is shown on the 1805 Inclosure Award.  There is no record of Deeds for the land.

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk completes the appropriate form from                                 the land registry

iii) ROSPA report received – whilst most of the equipment is satisfactory there appears to be a problem with the roundabout.

                RESOLVED:  to contact Wicksteed Leisure for their advice.

b) Bus Shelters

RESOLVED:  that the Clerk contact NCC to ascertain why the timetable display boards are taking so long to arrive.

c) Web Site – the Clerk reported that she had been on a course and   that the website would be launched once the Councillors had given the site their approval.

d) Village Entertainment – To take place on 18th May in the Church Room.  Tickets were selling well.

e) Village Spring Clean – Thanks to Ranskill Scout Group for carrying out the annual spring clean.  Sadly only two members of the public turned up to help.

f) Birch Wood - A meeting is to take place on 19th May at 7. 0 p.m. with Nick Wart of the Building Better Communities project regarding the work required to be undertaken within the grant obtained.

g) Village Signs – A grant has been received to obtain four new signs.  

 RESOLVED: that the design is to be considered at the next meeting.

20/0505:  CORRESPONDENCE

      Invitation to ‘Building Better Communities’ Celebrations.

21/0505:  CORRESPONDENCE TO BE CIRCULATED:

a) Clerk & Councils Direct

b) County Link

c) Local Council Review

22/0505:  INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO THE NEXT MEETING – None

23/0505:  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  - Tuesday 21st June 2005.





Signed as a true record






Chairman

