	01/0111
02/0111
03/0111
04/0111
05/0111
06/0111
07/0111
08/0111
09/0111
10/0111
11/0111
12/0111
13/0111
14/0111
15/0111

	MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD

IN RANSKILL PRIMARY SCHOOL ON TUESDAY 18TH JANUARY 2011
AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors: Valentine (Chair), Blatchford, Bown, Boynton, Brown, Kercel, Walker and West
Clerk:  Mrs H. Skelton
District Councillor M. Gray
2 members of the public
OPEN FORUM for members of the public
APOLOGIES None
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST: None
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st December 2010 were signed as a true record. 

As item 9 Finance was likely to take some time the Chairman requested that item 10 Planning be brought forward to enable members of the public to listen to the outcome of the application.
CRIME FIGURES/POLICE – Email received from PC Chris Glover saying that he had been to see a resident on Station Avenue who has been seen throwing dog faeces into the park. Advice given.
There were six crimes during the month – 1 burglary dwelling, 2 Criminal damage, 1 theft of vehicle, 1 racist incident and 1 suspicious incident.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR GRAY – Reported on the Safer Neighbourhood Group which had been discussing safety outside schools.  The next meeting to be held on 3rd February 2011 at Sutton Village Hall.  Also discussed the proposed dimming/switch off of lights.  There is to be a full report in the STAR.
CONFIRMATION OF MEETING DATES – It was agreed that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th April and the December meeting be brought forward to the 13th of the month.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS – The election for parish councillors will take place at the beginning of May.  Details will be published in the STAR as soon as they are available.

HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC
Email received from Gordon Albery of the Highways Department advising that the Task Force would be coming to the village tomorrow 19th January.
Folly Nook Lane – No further information.
Station Road – Parking – No further progress made 
Gritting - The parish council are to set up a database of email addresses so that volunteers to help with gritting can be mobilised quickly. To advertise in the STAR.
To ask the Highways department to look at the possibility of gritting Station Road and Blyth Road if the atrocious weather conditions return as they are both on bus routes.
Blyth Road – Councillor Kercel asked if a Highways Inspector checked work carried out by the Utilities on the highway. He was of the opinion that the work on Blyth Road was not of a very good standard.  Clerk to contact the Highways office.
Lighting – Councillor Brown reported that column No.9 on Folly Nook Lane had not yet been repaired. 
Access Road – Cleared of rubbish again.
FINANCE
The bank reconciliation for the period ending 31st December was presented to councillors.

Annual Budget – Decision was delayed on which contractor to use for mowing for the next season until the next meeting.  Agreed to go ahead with the hanging baskets – using different flowers and using much better compost. RESOLVED to precept £11,700 this being no change from last year.
Payments 
RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:

1371 Mr. J. McGill – Litter Picking                                             £30.00 1372 NCC – Testing of lamp standards                                      £71.64
1373 Mr. R. Blatchford – 2 jackets for Speedwatch                     £40.00

1374 Mrs. H. Skelton – Salary and expenses/Software              £443.82
PLANNING
Application: Larkfield House, Blyth Road – 2 – 4 bedroomed houses and one detached garage.  RESOLVED to object to the application on the following grounds:
1.  That it is out of character with other properties on Blyth Road.
Councillors also asked whether there was a preservation order on the boundary wall.
AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

Village Park – Clerk to investigate the possibility of whether a Byelaw could be adopted to enable residents who do not clean up after their dog to be fined.
Metal Gate – Request that the gate be painted with a green Hammerite paint to match the fence.  Clerk to contact Robert Fisher for a quotation.

Dangerous wall – No further information received from the BDC Solicitor
Litter – No problems reported
Youth Shelter – Two screws tightened
Slide – Two bolts replaced
Dog bag dispenser – Bags are being used.
Basket ball – damaged backboards removed for repair.
Hanging Baskets – Discussed under finance budget
Christmas Tree – To look at using one of the other trees in situ in December.  To apply to NCC Highways for permission for an opening up order.
ROSPA inspection form to be completed.
CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from MIND requesting funding – To inform them that the Parish Council does not support charities.
Correspondence to be circulated:
The New Localism Bill
Clerk and Councils Direct

Information to be forwarded to the next meeting - None
Date of next meeting -Tuesday 15th February 2011 at Ranskill Primary School at 7.30 p.m.

                     Signed as a true record
                                Chairman
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