Ranskill Parish Council 

Annual Parish Meeting 2010

Chair’s Report for the year May 2009 to April 2010

Introduction

This report summarises the work of the Council during the past year.  However, everyone is reminded that observers are welcome at monthly Council meetings; extracts from the minutes of meetings are published in the STAR each month; related information is posted on the village notice board; and the village website www.ranskill.org.uk provides a full record of the minutes.  Please let the Council know how it can better keep you informed.   

Local Development Framework

The Parish Council has been informed that Bassetlaw District Council is in the process of devising a Local Development Plan which will include an identification of land suitable for housing development. The District Council is soon to continue to its next stage of public consultation. Since proposals will describe the impact of housing development on individual towns and villages in Bassetlaw parishioners may wish to inform themselves of proposals relating to Ranskill. Notices are soon to be issued giving the dates and venues of local consultation meetings. 

The Environment 

The new fencing to the Village Park at the Mattersey Road entrance is a significant improvement to the environment of the village. The fencing is much more robust than the previous construction and is attractive in appearance.

There continues to be concern about dog fouling in the village. This particularly applies to the Park where there is a serious risk to children’s health. The Parish Council shares the concern of parishioners and has drawn attention in its meetings and in the STAR for dog owners to act responsibly and remove any such fouling by their dogs. Consideration has been given to a number of measures to reduce the problem and the relevant officer from the District Council has been invited to address the Council on possible courses of action. 

There is also concern about broken glass in the Park. The Parish Council has responded to these concerns through the employment of John McGill for a weekly removal of glass and litter from the Park.  We are very grateful to John McGill for all his efforts to keep the Park clean and safe for all users, particularly the children.

The Parish Council has been successful in attracting funds to buy containers to be placed on the pavement by the Village Notice Board. These will be used to provide a display of flowers in the centre of the village and visible to all travelling through on the Great North Road. This idea has been taken forward by the Environment Committee and we are grateful for their efforts. The containers will not hinder pedestrian access along the pavement and should improve the attractiveness of this part of the village. 

The Parish Council continues to support the provision of hanging baskets and the level of sponsorship from individuals and organisations is again good this year. We are very grateful for this sponsorship and hope that everybody enjoys the benefits the baskets bring to the village.

Highways and Traffic issues

After at least 25 years of effort by many Ranskill Parish Councils and much support from parishioners, district and county councillors and our MP the speed limit on Mattersey Road has been reduced to 30mph up to the village boundary. Rejoice! But perhaps more importantly make sure that you comply with the speed limit and set an example to others travelling through the village.

Following representation from the Parish Council regarding speeding on the Great North Road the Highways Authority has put an interactive sign at the southern entry to the village. The preliminary evidence is that the sign is clear in its presentation and having a positive effect in reminding drivers of their speed on entry to the village.

A further initiative to discourage speeding on the Great North Road is the formation of a speedwatch group. After a meeting with the police during the Spring a number of parishioners have signed up to operating a speed monitoring device on an occasional use basis. The intention is to discourage speeding but contact will be maintained with the police on the findings of the monitoring and it will lie with them whether any further action is appropriate. It is hoped to start the monitoring in the near future. 

There continues to be a high level of concern about congestion of traffic at the top end of Station Road near the traffic lights. This has been considered by the Parish Council and the views of the Highways Authority have been sought. It is not easy to see a solution to the problem and much lies with the courtesy of people in their parking on Station Road. It is the case that on occasions parking is inconsiderate and may eventually lead to a road accident.

Following a request for improved pedestrian access between Stonehill Close and Oaks Close the Parish Council has secured the agreement of the County Council to address the matter. The work has now been undertaken although a further alteration is required and will be dealt with.

Following representation from the Parish Council about speeding on the Great North Road the Highways Authority has placed an interactive sign at the northern entry to the village. 

Community Facilities and Events  

Parishioners may wonder why no further action has taken place on the proposed construction of a Community Centre on the Park. From my report this time last year you will recall that no further action can be taken until the Registering Authority consider the status of the Park in the light of the Village Green application that is still unresolved. There is nothing the Action Group or the Parish Council can do until we have a judgement from the Registering Authority. There is no firm timescale for this decision.  

The most recent copy of the STAR included reference to work undertaken at St Barnabas Church which will make better use of the building. The initiative is intended to benefit the whole community and this is most welcome. A Community Open Day will allow everybody in the village to view the alterations and see the plans for community use.

The Parish Council continues to support the Festival Committee in its organisation of the Scarecrow Festival. This has proved to be very successful and is the social highlight of the summer attracting a high level of participation. The Parish Council also supports the STAR newspaper and welcomes the new management arrangements and improved printing process which has resulted in an even more professional presentation of the STAR. Both of these organisations represent the sort of action by parishioners which the village needs to maintain the vitality of our community. 

Conclusion

The Council has set a precept of £12,700 this year.  This is an increase of 1.6%.  The Council Tax charge arising from the parish levy attributable to Ranskill Parish Council places the village as the 13th lowest charging of the 47 villages in the whole of Bassetlaw.  The Council is mindful of the need for value for money in spending public funds and welcomes observations on its use of residents’ money.  

This report highlights not only the actions of the Parish Council but also makes mention of worthy efforts of other organisations in the village. It is open to other individuals and groups of parishioners to propose and take forward initiatives they feel will be to the benefit of the community.  They will have the support of the Parish Council where this is judged appropriate. Anything residents can do to help the village will be valued. 

Ken  Valentine

Chair – Ranskill Parish Council

11 May 2010 

