MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN RANSKILL METHODIST ROOM ON TUESDAY 16TH JANUARY 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors: Valentine (Chairman), Blatchford, Bown, Brown, Denman, Kercel, Thomas and West

CLERK:  Mrs. H. Skelton

	01/0107:

02/0107:

03/0107:

04/0107:

05/0107:  

06/0107:

07/0107:

08/0107:

09/0107:

10/0107:

10a/0107: 

11/0107: 

12/0107:

13/0107:

14/0107:

15/0107:


	OPEN FORUM – No members of the public were present

APOLOGIES:  None

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12th December 2007 were signed as a true record.
CRIME FIGURES:  No crimes have been reported during the last month.

POSITION OF THE CLERK: the Clerk raised a problem that had arisen in dealing with a member of the public and the Council felt that the matter had been resolved satisfactorily.
CASUAL VACANCY:  Clerk reported that the vacancy had been re-advertised but no applications received.  To continue with advertisements in the STAR.

ACTION PLAN update:  

Village Hall – Owners of three sites had been contacted and replies were awaited.  Meetings with Architects were being organised.

Environment committee – The new leaflets for Birch Wood had been received and these together with a programme of events for 2007 were being packed by children from the school and distributed to each household.  A speaker from the RSPB had been booked for the 8th March in the Church Room and bird and bat walks in Birch Wood were being organised for the Spring.

TRAFFIC – Speedwatch – Sites were identified where the speed guns would be placed.

HIGHWAYS - Parking Station Avenue – Clerk to contact BDC to ascertain position concerning the possible demolition of the garages/possible parking bays being installed.

The Clerk reported that Leverton Landscapes had decided not to continue with their mowing services but would still be happy to continue to produce and look after the hanging baskets.  Clerk to obtain quotations for the mowing for next season.

FINANCE

a) Payments

RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:

1061 – H. Skelton Salary and expenses £309.90

1062 NCC supplies – files and Ink £33.96

1063 Cheque cancelled

1064 AGN Fencing – Barriers for Xmas Tree £164.50

1065 R.Fisher Repairs to seat in park and sign on Ravenshill Close - £34.50

1066 E.on Energy Service –new electricity supply North Road - £528.75

b) Budget

RESOLVED to raise a Precept of £11,500 on the rates for the year 2007/2008.  This figure allows for an increase in the cost of mowing, insurances etc.  The Clerks hours to be raised from 30 hours to 35 hours per month plus one increment.  Confirmation has not been received regarding the grant from BDC but It is unlikely that there will be an increase.

c) Double Taxation

Council Bown explained the various options and recommended that Option3 – to re-calculate all Concurrent Function costs and allocate funds to Parish Council based on services provided would be the most appropriate but could be costly to the District Council and would take time to put into operation.  Failing this option 2  - to restore Concurrent Functions Grant to original levels up-rated for inflation could be implemented immediately.

PLANNING

Decision:

Erect 19 dwellings with associated garages, 1 nursery building with associated play area, roadwork’s and drainage (resubmission of planning application 39/06/0007)

Location: High Gables, Folly Nook Lane

REFUSE PERMISSION
Lowfield Close – No further information received from BDC regarding the adoption of the land.

Clerk reported that the Pest Control Officer had dealt with the moles.

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

a) Bus shelter – NCC to paint the shelter with an anti-graffiti paint.  Clerk to contact Transport Office to find out whether the bus shelters could be replaced with the new modern type.  Also whether a shelter could be installed at the bus stop opposite Arundel Drive.

b) Youth – Councillor Denman reported that Youth Bus would be allowed to park at Book Aid for a trial period of one month. Councillor Denman was also in the process of applying for funding for the youth project. Clerk to contact BDC to ascertain whether the Motor Cycle Track on Access Road was still available for use.

c) Village Park: A resident had reported that a motorcycle had been riding around the park and had damaged the surface.  

d) Web Site – Although the message board was being used it would be useful if more positive threads could be introduced.

e) Birch Wood  Councillor Brown reported that the winds had caused a great deal of damage to the Birch Trees.

f) Village Signs – The posts of one sign had been damaged over the Christmas period and had since been repaired.  Clerk to check whether the missing post tops had been replaced.

g) Christmas Tree – There had been no problems with the lights this year.  Clerk to arrange for the electricity supply to be tested prior to next Christmas.

h) Village Entertainment – One show had been offered for the 18th May 2007.

CORRESPONDENCE:

a) Notification received that the Railway Crossing on Station Road will be closed on 

b) Note received from Mr. J. Anderson requesting a copy of the Village Design statement.  A copy of the Parish Plan and the Core Strategy document, which have both been adopted by the Parish Council to be sent to Mr. Anderson.

c) BDC Parish Councils Liaison Group will be held on 14th February at Retford Town Hall at 7.00 p.m. 

d) Letter from John Mann re meeting regarding the Local Government White Paper to be held on Friday 19th January at 5.30 p.m. at the Misterton Methodist Hall – Councillor Valentine and the Clerk to attend.

CORRESPONDENCE TO BE CIRCULATED     

Local Council Review

BCVS

Planning and Property Briefing

INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO NEXT MEETING – None

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 20th February2007. 

                      Signed as a true record

                             Chairman  
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