MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN RANSKILL METHODIST ROOM ON TUESDAY 17th OCTOBER 2006 AT 7.00 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors: Valentine (Chairman), Blatchford, Bown, Brown, Thomas and West

CLERK:  Mrs. H. Skelton
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	OPEN FORUM – no members of the public were in attendance. 

APOLOGIES:  Councillor Kercel (family commitment)

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST – None

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19TH SEPTEMBER 2006 were signed as a true record.

CRIME FIGURES:  Two crimes had taken place in the village since the last meeting– details to be published in the STAR

ROBIN HOOD AIRPORT:  The Clerk to contact District Councillor Isard who had not sent the information that he had promised.  To find out whom the Northern Area representative is on the Consultative Committee.
CASUAL VACANCY:  To ascertain whether the member of the public who has shown an interest in becoming a Councillor could confirm his position.  Clerk to re-advertise if a negative response is received.  

PARISH COUNCILLOR SURGERY – Councillor Blatchford was in attendance at the Methodist Chapel on 14th October.  Two members of the public were concerned about the bus timetables at the bus shelters.  Clerk to contact NCC.

ACTION PLAN update:  

Village Hall – A questionnaire was published in the October STAR and to be re-printed in the November STAR with a closing date of 15th November.

A reply had been received from Tanc – whilst we were not eligible for free support.  Providing we could obtain funding from elsewhere Tanc would be able to develop the project on our behalf.

The Clerk had received replies from the owners of land on the North Road.

Environment committee – The committee met on 28th September.  Footpaths have been cleaned by the new BDC machine.  We need to clean out the grids near the ball court on the park.  Four members had cut back the vegetation on the walkway to Birch Wood and an Autumn Tidy in Birch Wood to take place on 12th November.  Daffodil bulbs have been ordered and will be distributed for planting when they arrive.  

Youth – Although Councillor Denman was not at the meeting, every house in Ranskill had received a copy of a ‘Youth STAR’ with a meeting being arranged for October 23rd for young people interested in forming a Media Club. 

RANSKILL FESTIVAL – The Parish Council is very supportive of the Ranskill Festival in conjunction with the St. Barnabas Flower festival, which is to take place in the village in June 2007.  The Council will need to know the expected cost of items of expenditure in greater detail before a decision can be made on how much support the Parish Council can give.
TRAFFIC – none

HIGHWAYS – Councillor Brown was concerned that no resurfacing had taken place within the village despite most of the surrounding areas having had work carried out and when we have far more traffic coming through the village than most other villages. Clerk to contact NCC.  

Councillor Blatchford reported that two drains on the North road were blocked again.  Clerk to contact NCC.

Clerk to clarify position when the 30 mph speed limit would be installed on Mattersey Road.

Clerk to contact definitive maps officer to establish the exact boundary on New Road.

FINANCE

RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:

1044  Hacker Young – Annual Audit Fee      £141.00

1045 Leverton Landscapes – Mowing/Hanging Basket         £1625.37.

1046 Ranskill Methodist Church – room hire £12

1047 H. Skelton Salary & expenses £309.90 Aug.

1048 Quondam Theatre –Village Ventures  £235

1049  Bawtry Plant Centre –daffodil bulbs   £50.00

PLANNING

Applications received:

The Beeches, North Road – Renewal of planning permission to erect dwelling and construct new access.

No objections.

Decisions:

Permission Granted on the following applications:

Retention of Storage Building – French Spares Access Road.

Installation of Bay Window, The Old Post Office, Mattersey Road

Lowfield Close

Letter received from Rippon Homes via BDC to state that a fence had been erected on the site and that the landscaping would take place shortly.

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

a) Bus shelter – Graffitti had been painted over and the shelters cleaned out.

b) Village Park: Report that the grids near the ball court were full of rubbish.  Councillor Bown to clear.

c) Web Site -  Councillor Denman had asked if it would be possible to have Parish Councillors email addresses added to the parish council domain address.

Clerk to organise this.

d) Birch Wood – One of the new benches had been sawn off and found in a nearby ‘den’.  Clerk to report to NCC.

e) Village Signs – RESOLVED that as soon it is known that the signs are to be erected the clerk should contact the insurance company for extra cover.

f) Christmas Lighting – The electricity supply to be installed by the middle of October.  

Details of competition for Christmas tree funding received from Central Networks – Clerk to apply for funding for the Christmas Tree.  

g) Village Entertainment – Clerk concerned that very few tickets had been sold for the next production on 28th October.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Letter from Bluebell Wood asking for support -  The Parish Council unfortunately cannot support charitable causes.

Parish Council Liaison Group – Meeting moved to 6th November.

CORRESPONDENCE TO BE CIRCULATED     

Clerk Direct

Planning and Property Briefing

Minutes Parish Council Liaison Group

Encams: Litter and the Law

CPRE: Campaign for Rural England

Citizens Advice Bureau Newsletter

NALC LCR

BDC Factbook

Defra Rural Services Review

Countylink

BD C Best Value Performance Plan

Bassetlaw NHS

Emda News

NALC Countywise

A Guide to Improving your Local Environment.

INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO NEXT MEETING – None

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 21st November 2006.

           Signed as a true record

                    Chairman   
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