MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN RANSKILL METHODIST ROOM ON TUESDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors: Bown (Chairman), Blatchford, Brown, Kercel and West

CLERK:  Mrs. H. Skelton
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	OPEN FORUM – No members of the public were present

APOLOGIES:  Councillors: Valentine (work), Denman (work) and Thomas (work)

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST - None

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th January 2007 were signed as a true record.
STANDARDS BOARD – The following report has been received regarding a Complaint re alleged Breach of Code of Conduct by Councillor Valentine.  The Council’s Standards Committee at its meeting held on 24th January resolved to accept the investigators report. 

The Committee agreed that there was insufficient evidence to conclude that Councillor Valentine’s conduct in meeting Carol Freeman, Nursery Supervisor and Katherine Hodgson Chairperson of the Nursery Committee amounted to a breach of paragraph 2 © of the Code of Conduct which states that “A member must not do anything which compromises or which is likely to compromise the impartiality if those who work for, or on behalf of, the Authority”.  Neither person was an employee or worked on behalf of the Parish Council.  Nor was there evidence that at the meeting Councillor Valentine conducted himself in such a way as to bring his office or authority into disrepute contrary to paragraph 4 of the Code.

This concludes the matter.

CRIME FIGURES:  No crimes have been reported during the last month.

CASUAL VACANCY:  Clerk reported that the vacancy had been re-advertised but no applications received.  To continue with advertisements in the STAR.

ACTION PLAN update:  

Village Hall – The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Valentine had met with three members of Notts Education 

Department regarding the possible siteing of a community centre on Ranskill Primary School field. They considered that the project may be considered as a pilot scheme and would inform the parish council of their decision by the end of March.  The steering group have already met with one architect and a meeting with a second as been arranged.  A letter had been received from Listerdale estate regarding the field next to the church and unfortunately they were not in a position to sell any of the field at the present time.  Mrs. Chopin had been asked to agree to a land valuation of the land between Bluebell Court and the Police House as £450,000 as her asking price was considered far to high.  No reply has been received to the request.

Environment committee – The environment packs are now in the process of being distributed to each household.  A litter pick has been organised for the 25th February and  a speaker from the RSPB had been booked for the 8th March in the Church Room. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER/DRAFT EAST   

MIDLANDS REGIONAL PLAN  - The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Valentine had attended a meeting with John Mann 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – has been adopted and copies will be available shortly.

PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP - The Clerk is in the process of carrying out the annual survey on the footpaths for this year.

PERSIMMON HOMES – Councillor Blatchford wanted assurance that the large green area on the estate would not be built on in future years. The Clerk had been in contact with the BDC planning department who had confirmed that building would not be allowed on the land.

GARAGES, STATION AVENUE – The Clerk reported that residents had been asked to vacate the garages ready for demolition.  Bassetlaw District Council may consider rebuilding the garages providing sufficient residents were prepared to pay one years rent in advance.  

TRAFFIC – Proposed pedestrian phase to traffic lights:  The work is due to commence within the next three months on this scheme which is the Section 106 agreement that the Highways Department requested to be paid for by Persimmon Homes. Clerk to ascertain whether it is to be a pedestrian controlled crossing or fixed phase lights. 

Speedwatch – Clerk to contact volunteers as they are all from Blyth Road and the risk assessment speedwatch team could not identify a suitable place to stand on Blyth Road.

HIGHWAYS -
Roadwork’s Blyth Road - Clerk to contact the Highways Department regarding raised manhole cover – cones surround it but there are no warning lights or signs.

Report of rubbish dumped on North Road opposite Cemetery.

Mattersey Road Speed Limit – The Clerk reported that she had written to Councillor Bullivant regarding the speed limit.  He replied that he had forwarded the information to the Cabinet Minister for the Environment.  She had acknowledged receipt and promised to help.

FINANCE

Two quotations received for mowing.  RESOLVED to accept the quotation from North Notts Landscapes.

a) Payments

RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:

1067 NCC supplies – files £11.09
1068 – H. Skelton Salary and expenses £309.90

1068 – H. Skelton – Domain name renewal £9.99

1069 – Ranskill Methodist Church - £18.00

PLANNING

Applications received:  

Erect Conservatory – Raynes Folly Nook Lane – No objections

Demolish Barn and extend existing dwelling – Poplar House, Mattersey Road – No objections

Demolish existing bungalow and sub divide land into 2 plots – Appledore, Station Road – It was considered that the plot was too small for two detached dwelling but the site could possibly stand a development of one pair of semi-detached properties.

Substitution of house type PA7 to PE8 and amendment to Garage on plot 13. – Plots 7,12,14,15,33, 27 and 13 off Station Road, Ranskill
Other:  Report received that alterations were taking place at a dwelling on Arundel Drive when no plans had been received.  Clerk to contact BDC

Report received that the Café on the North Road had not applied for a change of use certificate.  Clerk to contact BDC.

Report received that T P Pallets have not received planning permission for a building erected on Access Road.

Land for sale on Access Road – Clerk to ascertain what development would be allowed on it.

Lowfield Close – The Clerk had received a message from Rippon Homes advising that they are drawing up adoption papers for the open land at Lowfield Close. These would be sent to the Parish Council within the next three weeks.

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

a) Bus shelter – Email received from NCC stating that they are unable to replace the brick bus shelters due to exorbitant costs of demolishing them.  They are however, to look into the possibility of providing a shelter at the Arundel Drive bus stop.

b)  Youth – Councillor Denman to send out a second copy of the Youth Star.
c)  Village Park: One of the Basketball boards has been vandalised and the basketball ring has disappeared.  Clerk to put a note on the newsletter.

The broken light has now been replaced with a new ‘white’ light.

d) Web Site – The new village sign was now on the home page of the website.

e) Birch Wood  - Nothing to report

f) Village Entertainment – Clerk to ask in STAR whether anyone would like to help with the organisation of the shows.

CORRESPONDENCE:

a) Freedom of Information Publication Schemes – Should have been reviewed by the Information Commissioner this year but has now been extended for a further two years.

b) Nalc – re Post Office Closures – Consultation document can be found at www.dti.gov.uk.

c) Bassetlaw Spring Clean – Clerk to ask Scouts and Explorer Scouts to carry out the annual Spring Clean – RESOLVED to pay them £50.

d) Mobile Rural Contact Point – New vehicle to be commissioned shortly.

e) Building Better Communities – Annual event 12th June at Boughton Pumping Station – Clerk to attend.

f) Review of the Quality Town and Parish Council Scheme.
CORRESPONDENCE TO BE CIRCULATED     

Travel and Transport Briefing

Planning and Property Briefing

Proposed Code of Conduct

INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO NEXT MEETING –Environment Policy

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 20th March2007. 

                        Signed as a true record

                                Chairman
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