MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF RANSKILL PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN RANSKILL METHODIST ROOM ON TUESDAY 20th MARCH 2007 AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT:  Councillors: Valentine (Chairman), Blatchford, Bown, Brown, Denman and West

CLERK:  Mrs. H. Skelton
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	OPEN FORUM – Mr. D. Stacey, Church Warden asked the Council if they would be prepared to pay for new heaters in the Church Room.  It was felt that without the councils support the room might have to close due to lack of funds.

APOLOGIES:  Councillors: Kercel (illness) and Thomas (work)

DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTEREST - None

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th February 2007 were signed as a true record.
CRIME FIGURES:  Two crimes have been reported during the last month.

JOINT BURIAL COMMITTEE

a) Health and Safety – The headstones had been hand checked by the Joint Burial Committee.  32 graves were considered to be loose and the relatives of 25 had been contacted.  The joint councils need to consider what decision to make regarding the remaining headstones – whether to repair them or lay them flat.  Clerk to contact Torworth Parish Council and a decision will be made at the Joint Burial Committee meeting in June.

b) Rules and regulations – New regulations to be given out when a grave is purchased.

RIGHT OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN – Details to be circulated in order that Councillors can read the information in more detail and make comments should they wish to do so.

COMMUNITY TREE FUND – Councillors to assess if/where we need to plant new trees.  To discuss at the next meeting.

FORMAT OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – Clerk to invite all Action Groups to attend together with the new District Councillor.

CASUAL VACANCY:  Not to pursue further until the election.

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY – The proposed policy had been circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting.  RESOLVED that the policy be approved.

ACTION PLAN update:  

Village Hall – The Chairman reported that the funding applications were nearing completion.  Discussions were taking place with three architects and a final decision would be made on the siteing of the community centre in April. 

Environment committee – 62 people attended the talk given by the speaker from the RSPB. The next activity is a wildlife walk in Birch Wood with Carl Cornish of the Wildlife Trust on Tuesday 17th April at 6.0 p.m.  

Youth – Councillor Denman reported that he had been in contact with the local youth services and the new youth bus would hopefully come to Ranskill from April.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP – The Clerk reported that Nottinghamshire County Council had decided to accept the application through the park and garage area and make a Modification Order.

GARAGES, STATION AVENUE – The Clerk reported that 14 residents had expressed initial interest in renting a new garage although no decision had been made at the present time regarding rebuilding.

TRAFFIC – The clerk reported that the proposed pedestrian phase to the traffic lights would be pedestrian controlled. 

Speedwatch – No further progress at the present time.

HIGHWAYS -
Mattersey Road Speed Limit – The Clerk reported that she had received a copy of a letter from the Cabinet Member for the Environment at NCC suggesting that the B6045 will be one of the first roads to be assessed and this will be done in the next financial year.  Providing the road scores highly in terms of priority when the first nine roads are considered it should take one year for the new traffic regulations to be implemented.

Signage for Great North Road – site investigation to be carried to re-assess the situation.

Dog fouling – Clerk to contact BDC for advice on how to implement the Government White Paper with regard to adopting the powers to fine people who do not clear up after their dogs have fouled the pavements and verges.

FINANCE

Councillors discussed the position in providing monies to pay for the church room heaters.  It was RESOLVED to pay for the work to be carried out but to ask that should the Church Room be sold then the monies be refunded to the parish council

a) Payments

RESOLVED that the following cheques be passed for payment:

1070 – H. Skelton Salary and expenses £309.90

1071 – Ranskill Methodist Church - £6.00

1072 – NCC supplies – ink cartridges -£52.55

PLANNING

Applications received:  

16 Lowfield Close – retain conservatory – No objections

Decision:

Erect Conservatory – Raynes Folly Nook Lane – Permission granted

Other:  
Report received from Development Control on the following:

Café on the North Road to apply for retrospective planning permission.

Arundel Drive  alterations to bungalow did not require planning permission.

T P Pallets to apply for retrospective planning permission for a building erected on Access Road.

Lowfield Close – Confirmation received from Rippon Homes advising that they have instructed their Solicitor to draw up transfer papers for the open land at Lowfield Close.  Under the Section 106 agreement a cheque for £3,400.16 will be sent for maintenance of the site.

Letter received from concerned resident regarding a neighbour’s proposal to run a business from a residential property.  Clerk to reply to resident and to contact BDC Planning to ascertain at what point they intend to act to stop the development.

Access Road – Clerk to ascertain whether septic tanks for sewerage are installed on each site.

Street naming and numbering – Notification has been received from the Building Control Manager that BDC wish to name the roads on the Persimmon development on Station Road – Mayfair Close and Leicester Way.  The Parish Council are totally opposed to the proposed names and would much prefer names which are more appropriate to a rural village. i.e. Birch Grove and Willow Avenue/Close.                                                                                       

AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

a) Bus shelter – Damage had been caused to the bus shelter on Station Road and graffiti was once again on the shelter on the North Road. – Reported to NCC
b) Youth – The Clerk reported that the application for a grant for a Youth Shelter had been submitted and a decision should be made with eight weeks.
c) Village Park: Councillor Denman said that he had a basketball ring. Clerk to ask Mr. Fisher to make a new board.  

d) Web Site – Nothing to report

e) Birch Wood  - Councillor Brown had cleared several metal sheets and taken them to Daneshill.  Also found the seat, which had been vandalised. This has been has been removed from the site in the hope that it can be repaired.

f) Hanging Baskets – There have been 35 baskets sponsored to date.

g) Village Entertainment – Clerk to ask in STAR whether anyone would like to help with the organisation of the shows.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Daneshill Household Waste and Recycling Centre – This centre is scheduled to close on 31st March 2009. The Retford Centre is to be enlarged to cope with the additional use and additional bins provided to households for the collection of garden waste.

CORRESPONDENCE TO BE CIRCULATED     

County Link

CPRE Fieldwork

New Perspectives Theatre Company

BDC Primary Care Trust

Local Councils Update

LCR – Nalc magazine

Countryside Voice.

INFORMATION TO BE FORWARDED TO NEXT MEETING – Neighbourhood Watch
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 17th April 2007. 
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