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Y our Role

I f y ou w ould lik e to pla y a par t in the futur e de v elopment of R anskill

and T orw or th y ou ma y do so b y joining one of the committees:

• V illa g e Hall and De v elopment of Amenities

• Comm unity Health and Saf ety

• En vir onment and Conser v a tion

• De v elopment of Y outh f acilities

• R ecr ea tion and Spor t

or if y ou w ould lik e a cop y of the Action Plan, please contact 

Hilar y Sk elton on T el. 01777 818545

W hat 

happens next?

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 
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A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

T his document, the R anskill and T orw or th P arish Plan, is in

r esponse to the wishes of man y people in the tw o villa g es . In a 

consulta tion e x er cise parishioner s e xpr essed vie ws on w ha t should be

done to impr o v e the tw o villa g es , w hilst conf ir ming the high le v el of

sa tisf action with our e xisting w a y of lif e and f acilities . T he P arish

Plan is an action plan, w hic h comm unica tes to parishioner s a vision

f or the futur e and identif ies action, timescales and possib le 

par ticipants to mak e the c hang es necessar y .

T he suppor t of r esidents in the tw o villa g es will e v entuall y deter mine

the success of the v entur e . Man y people will be in v olv ed in taking

f orw ar d the pr oposed actions and pr o g r ess will be made in pr opor -

tion to the suppor t and ef f or t of man y in the villa g es . T he P arish

Plan does not solv e pr ob lems and o v er come c halleng es – onl y 

people can do tha t!  Ev er y one in the tw o villa g es is in vited to 

par ticipa te and contrib ute their skills and enthusiasm.

A vision for the futur e

R anskill and T orw or th ar e a ttr acti v e villa g es in w hic h to li v e .

P arishioner s wish the same high quality of lif e to be maintained

w hilst seeking impr o v ements in: en vir onment and conser v a tion;

comm unity hea th and saf ety; tr af f ic and tr anspor t; de v elopment and

amenities; leisur e and acti vities .

T he P arish Councils of both villa g es wish to pr oceed with the P arish

Plan b y securing the identif ied impr o v ements needed. T hr oughout

the r esponses to the consulta tion e x er cise ther e w er e  tw o thr eads of

thought common to the sug g estions made: impr o v e the quality of

the en vir onment and f acilities , and the desir e to li v e in a comm unity

in w hic h ther e is a tr ue comm unity spirit with all the acti vities 

associa ted with tha t ter m.

It will be the aim of all in v olv ed in taking f orw ar d the P arish Plan to

ad dr ess these wishes , and mak e R anskill and T orw or th not onl y nice

places in w hic h to li v e b ut also thri ving comm unities r e pr esenting the

best of lif e in the Eng lish villa g e .

Intr oduction

P a g e T w o

Cr eating the

Action Plan

Monitoring the

Action Plan

T he Steering Gr oup has 

completed the questionnair e

pr oduction, distrib ution and

anal ysis , along with the 

pub lica tion, pr esenta tion and

hando v er of the P arish Plan to

the comm unity .

Indi viduals e xpr essing inter est

in and willing to suppor t issues

in the Action Plan will seek to

implement these b y w or king

with a small co-or dina ting

g r oup .

T his co-or dina ting g r oup will

act as a link betw een 

indi viduals , special inter est

g r oups and to de v elop 

indi vidual pr ojects fr om the

Action Plan.

T he Action Plan will be

r e vie w ed six monthl y .

Upda ted copies of the Action

Plan will be sent out to all

households in the comm unity .

All upda tes and pr o g r ess 

r ela ting to the Action Plan, and

an y special inter est g r oups will

be r e por ted to the P arish

Councils and local r esidents via

the monthl y ST AR ma g azine

and the villa g e w e bsite

www .r anskill.or g .uk



I n No v ember 2000, the Go v er nment’ s R ur al W hite P a per Our

Countr yside – T he Futur e launc hed the conce pt of ‘P arish and T o wn

Plans’.

P arish Plans ar e intended to help local comm unities to ha v e a g r ea ter

sa y in local af f air s . A P arish P an is the oppor tunity f or a local 

comm unity to identify its o wn vision of its o wn futur e ,

T his document is a r e por t tha t has been called the R anskill and

T orw or th P arish Plan, w hic h identif ies the issues of g ener al concer n,

topic f or discussion tha t need tac kling , and the oppor tunities tha t

could lead to action. T his P arish Plan is intended to f or m the basis of

the collected ‘vision ’ f or R anskill and T orw or th o v er the ne xt ten y ear s

w hen perha ps a similar acti vity will once a g ain be under tak en.

How did w e pr oceed?

T he P arish Council’ s to g ether with r e pr esenta ti v es of villa g e 

or g anisa tions f or med a steering committee . A pr o g r amme w as 

pr oduced f or completion of all r equir ed items . Nottinghamshir e

R ur al Comm unity Council w as contacted and assisted us thr oughout

the pr ocess; a bid w as made f or a P arish Plan g r ant fr om the Lotter y

‘A w ar ds f or All’. Questionnair es w er e completed and the r esultant

f indings ar e the basis of this parish plan.

P arish Plan Steering Committee

• Luc y T homas (Chair per son)

• K en V alentine

• John V erity

• R o y K elle y

• P a t Hutson

• T er r y Hutson

• Hilar y Sk elton

• Janet Symonds

• W end y Adamson

• Jona than Da wson 

(Nottinghamshir e R ur al Comm unity Council)

W hat is a 

P arish Plan?

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

P a g e Thr ee

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

T he parish plan sur v e y identif ied tha t man y r espondents f eel tha t an

incr eased r ang e of leisur e acti vities and e v ents could impr o v e 

comm unity spirit.

Issues

H o w e v er , man y also said tha t pr o vision f or people to access leisur e

f acilities is limited. T his means tha t onl y a small per centa g e of

people li ving her e par ticipa te in local leisur e acti vities .

T he sc hool and the par k ar e seen as v alua b le r esour ces b y r espondents

and man y said tha t the y w ould lik e to see some of the sc hool f acilities

being made a v aila b le out of hour s . Man y r espondents said tha t the y

w ould consider a ttending e v ening c lasses if the y w er e made a v aila b le

to the villa g er s . W hilst man y f elt tha t the unif or med g r oups in the 

villa g es ar e g ood, on the w hole pr o vision f or y oung people to access

other leisur e acti vities is v er y limited. Y oung people w ould lik e to ha v e

mor e oppor tunities to access leisur e f acilities .

Actions

I n r esponse to these f indings w e will look into:

• Accessing sc hool f acilities out of hour s and in v estig a te the 

pr o vision of e v ening c lasses or w eek end acti vities a t the 

sc hool.

• In v estig a te the pr o vision of a set point f or the y outh b us and 

pr o vision of other acti vities f or y oung people .

• Look into impr o ving acti vities f or the elder l y in the 

comm unity b y esta b lishing a F ello wship Gr oup .

• Set up v olunteer suppor t g r oups w ho can w or k to g ether to 

cr ea te a pr o g r amme of e v ents f or R anskill and pr omote and 

pr o vide other ser vices w hic h will benef it the comm unity suc h 

as a befriending sc heme f or the elder l y .

• Impr o v e a w ar eness and under standing of the acti vities and 

f acilities in the comm unity b y ad v er tising thr ough the Star and

the w e bsite .

Leisur e and

Acti vities

P a g e Eight 



M ost people w ant R anskill and T orw or th to r etain their villa g e 

c har acter . T he y w ant either none or limited housing de v elopment.

An y housing e xpansion should be mainl y in-f ill and lo w cost w her e

this is possib le . All r espondents seek an impr o v ement in villa g e

amenities .

Issues

M an y of the sug g estions made w er e f or a villa g e hall. It w as f elt b y

man y tha t this f acility w ould allo w a g r ea ter r ang e of acti vities in the

villa g es and encour a g e comm unity spirit. Other sug g estions inc luded

better b us stops , c y c le pa ths , y outh c lub and a place to access 

computing f acilities .

Actions

P r oposals inc lude:

• Actions to secur e a ne w V illa g e Hall;

• Impr o ving amenities thr ough encour a ging g r oups to esta b lish 

and de v elop suita b le acti vities;

• Seeking spor ts/pla ying f ield f acilities;

• Maintaining contact with the Bassettla w Planning De par tment

to ensur e tha t an y futur e house b uilding be limited and 

a ppr opria te f or the needs of the villa g es .

De velopment of

Amenities

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

P a g e Se ven

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

M or e than half of the r esidents of R anskill and T orw or th ha v e

li v ed in the parish f or o v er 15 y ear s . T his pr esents a pictur e of a 

w ell-esta b lished and sta b le comm unity . T he sur v e y r e v ealed tha t 

r esidents a ppr ecia te , and wish to pr eser v e , the r ur al setting of the

parish. A g ood n umber of r esidents indica ted a willingness to w or k

to g ether to fur ther impr o v e the g ener al a ppear ance of the tw o 

villa g es .

Issues

W hilst the parish plan sur v e y r e v ealed r esident’ s a ppr ecia tion of

their r ur al sur r oundings a n umber of issues r equiring a ttention w er e

identif ied, namel y –

• T he standar d and the a ppear ance of r oads and f ootpa ths 

r equir e impr o v ement.

• T he g ener al aesthetic a ppear ance of the parish could be 

impr o v ed.

• Incidences of do g f ouling in pub lic places r equir e r eduction.

• A need to impr o v e r ec y c ling f acilities .

Actions

I n r esponse to these issues w e will –

• Identify pr ob lem ar eas and lob b y f or their upk ee p and 

maintenance .

• W or k to w ar ds entering the best-k e pt villa g e competition.

• Look to incr ease signa g e and bins f or do g mess as w ell as 

Impr o ving pub lic a w ar eness of ne w le gisla tion on do g f ouling

and littering .

• Impr o v e pub lic a w ar eness of cur r ent r e-c y c ling pr o vision and

look to incr ease this pr o vision.

• Look to impr o v e kno wledg e , a w ar eness and use of local 

f ootpa ths within the parish.

Envir onment and

Conser v ation

P a g e F our



R esidents highl y pr aised T he Star a monthl y ne wsletter , w hic h is

fr eel y distrib uted to all households , as w ell as to the adjoining villa g e

of Scr oob y . T he ne wsletter is g r ea tl y v alued and seen as an ef f ecti v e

means of comm unica ting ne ws , e v ents and initia ti v es fr om within this

ar ea, and also incor por a tes r e por ts arising fr om the meetings of the

r especti v e parish councils .

Issues

T he sur v e y identif ied a n umber of issues of w hic h the f ollo wing

w er e consider ed most signif icant:-

• Incr eased criminal acti vity , and a lac k of police pr esence .

• T ha t the tw o P arish Councils pr o vide mor e detailed f inancial 

inf or ma tion, and gi v e g r ea ter emphasis to the pr o vision of

ser vices the comm unity w ants , r a ther than minimising 

spending to r educe the council tax.

It will be the aim of all in v olv ed in taking f orw ar d the P arish Plan to

ad dr ess these wishes , and mak e R anskill and T orw or th not onl y nice

places in w hic h to li v e b ut also thri ving comm unities r e pr esenting the

best of lif e in an Eng lish villa g e .

Actions

I n or der to ad dr ess the a bo v e tw o k e y issues w e will seek to:

• Look into the r e-esta b lishment of the Neighbourhood W a tc h 

Sc heme . T his to inc lude action to impr o v e upon the le v el of

str eet lighting , suppor t w a ys of r aising comm unity a w ar eness 

to impr o v e security of pr oper ty and self pr otection.

• Explor e w a ys in w hic h to r aise the pr of ile of the P arish 

Councils thr ough the local comm unica tion c hannels of T he 

Star , local notice boar ds and b usiness pr emises , as w ell as 

P arish W e b site .

Other issues r aised in the sur v e y and w hic h will r ecei v e a ttention ar e

as f ollo ws:-

• Impr o v e access to local health pr o vision via the e xpansion 

and g r ea ter utilisa tion of the ‘Good Neighbourhood Sc heme .

• Encour a g e health pr o vider s to become mor e acti v e in the 

comm unity .

• Contin ue to suppor t the pr oduction of T he Star and the 

P arish W e bsites .

Community ,

Health and Saf ety

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

P a g e Fi ve

A P arish Plan for the villages of

R anskill and T orw or th 

R anskill and T orw or th ha v e an “ A ” c lass r oad r unning nor th to

south thr ough both villa g es . R anskill has a “B” c lass r oad r unning

east to w est with tr af f ic f lo w being contr olled b y lights a t the junction

with the main r oad. Both villa g es ha v e “unc lassif ied” r oads w hic h ar e

hea vil y used b y hea vy g oods v ehic les .

Both villa g es ar e ser v ed b y pub lic tr anspor t with an hour l y ser vice ,

during the da y , linking the main to wns of R etf or d and Doncaster . An

ad ditional ser vice oper a tes to W or ksop pr o viding tr anspor t to the

hospital.

Issues

T he high fr equenc y of use , b y hea vy g oods v ehic les , on the r oads

within the villa g es and the need to lo w er the speed limit, especiall y on

Ma tter se y R oad in R anskill and the Gr ea t Nor th R oad in T orw or th,

w er e of major concer n f or r esidents .

P ar king w as also seen as a major pr ob lem in R anskill, especiall y a t the

top of Sta tion R oad.

Lac k of ear l y mor ning and la te e v ening pub lic tr anspor t and the 

unr elia bility of e xisting ser vices w er e of r eal concer n to those 

r esidents w ho r el y totall y on pub lic tr anspor t.

Actions

I n r esponse to the major issues w e will seek to:

• K ee p on-g oing tr af f ic le v els under consider a tion and 

contin ue to pur sue the r eduction of speed limits .

• Look into the pr o vision of alter na ti v e par king f acilities .

• Ar r ang e to under tak e a tr anspor t needs sur v e y and look into 

the pr o vision of comm unity tr anspor t f or R anskill and 

T orw or th in r espect of some of the other issues r aised w e will

look to:

- Pur sue the cr ea tion of a pelican cr ossing on Sta tion 

R oad and e xplor e the need f or other saf e cr ossing 

ar eas .

- Explor e the dual use of f ootpa ths as a c y c le pa th 

pr o vision.

- Ad v er tise the “W heels to W or k” sc heme in villa g es .

T raf fic and

T ranspor t

P a g e Six


