Ranskill Question 66

Comments

· Our biggest concern is the traffic problem on Station Rd and the parking problem at the junction with Great North Rd.  In addition the use of motorbikes by youths riding in a reckless manner is a growing problem.  Further information as to the status (landscaping) of the patch of grassed land at the entrance to Lowfield Close would be appreciated.

· It has been a pleasure living in village over last few years.  Feel settled and safe. Thanks to all the effort put in by Parish Council and everyone in the village.  Environment is friendly and it is nice that simple things happen every day like people saying hello in the street.  Hope my comments help.

· Vehicles parked on pavements cause a hazard to children and pedestrians.  Something should be done about motorcycles going round and round Station Ave early evening and weekends and doing wheelies in middle of road.  It is an accident waiting to happen as more often than not they are riding in middle of the road.

· As newcomers to village we are very disappointed with shop and local pub, which is awful.  A pub can be the heart of a village where people go to meet other villagers (look at Coronation St, Eastenders, Emmerdale etc). The heart of a village is the pub. There are lots of new houses springing up here yet nowhere for them to go to meet fellow villagers.  I feel this is the one single major shortcoming of this village - I am sure other people would agree!  Look at Blyth – same size as Ranskill – 5+ pubs!  Tickhill same, Bawtry same.  People like to walk to a local pub, have something to eat, enjoy atmosphere!  Where is this facility?!  It would make a fortune!  Plus parking facilities needed outside post office, shop etc.  Dangerous to park and move on off area at the moment.  Perhaps parish council could look into this.

· We would like to be more actively involved in activities round the village but constraints of children/work/college mean we seem to be on the edge of it all at the moment.  Families who live in village should be encouraged to use our local nursery and school facilities which are excellent instead of going to neighbouring villages.  Area beyond Access Rd needs cleaning up or developing in some way.

· More enforcement on no tipping on Access Rd.  30 mph notice to be placed on Station Rd.

· Old tennis courts on Station Rd could be made into a car park to assist those living on Station Rd who has no parking or garage facilities.  Station Rd needs to be widened and developed into a proper road due to the volume of traffic using it.  Corner shop, chip shop and post office should all be moved to a better location. Where the ‘Blue Bell Court' houses have just been built would have been ideal.  Double yellow lines should be painted from the traffic lights down Station Rd past the chapel to prevent traffic congestion we currently have.

· Shame that there is a disruptive level of youth in the village and that they have to spoil the park area and the green area beyond the wood and break the trees down in the wood.  If I could catch them I would certainly report them to the police.

· More litter bins on Station Ave. Dog fouling. Move seat of Green near bungalows Station Ave because of kids leaving litter behind.  More gritting.

· Under this heading I would like to make comments on the Torworth traffic problems.  I am concerned about the problems faced by Torworth residents and I certainly do not want to drive through the village at high speed.  In the light of the following, this is probably a good thing!  My first comments concern the last central refuge at the southern end of the village.  When travelling south, just before the final refuge, there is a small lane, which emerges on the left hand side, just before the refuge.  I was travelling from Ranskill towards Retford when a car suddenly emerged from this lane.  The driver did no more than would be expected, that is he drove forward until he had visibility of the main road to the left and right.  I happened to be in the wrong place at the vital moment, as I had to swerve to avoid him.  It required a bit of quick thinking, as I had to go to the right to avoid the car and immediately to the left to avoid the refuge.  I managed it as I was not travelling anywhere near the speed limit through Torworth.  Fortunately I have not experience anything like it again.  But there is a problem, due to the placement of the refuge, which to me appears to be totally wrong.

· More recently, travelling north through Retford in the darkness of late evening as I approached the same southernmost refuge I simply could not see it.  The high lamp had failed and the keep left marker on the refuge was covered in traffic-sprayed mud so that its internal lamps could not be seen – in other words, one simply couldn’t see the refuge.  Why should the lighting in this particular bollard on the refuge be subject to this fault, which I have now observed on numerous occasions?  Because heavy traffic travelling from the landfill site turn onto the main road at this point.

· I want to suggest that the positioning of the bollard is not only badly planned, it is actually dangerous.  Yes, place a speed restriction on the road by all means.  And as it seems necessary, why not add a precautionary sign and a pedestrian crossing.  I also think the refuges are a hindrance to those who may wish to park close to their property. The northernmost refuge was a hindrance to nearby housing and base shape had to be reduced to simplify the manoeuvre.

· It would also be good if Mattersey Rd was subject to a 30mph speed limit.  I have lived there for almost 30 years and still find traffic travelling round the corner from the railway bridge at relatively too high a speed.

· I would like to see some facilities for older children sp as to prevent misuse of park.  Industrial site on Access Rd is constantly expanding which in turn puts more traffic through Station Rd.  I would like to see an alternative road to restrict the traffic to this site.

· I have only lived in Ranskill a short time but lived always in a village.  To be able to keep an appointment very often one cannot drive out of own drive without someone obstructing entrance.  Every day it occurs with people visiting shop, chip shop and post office.  The only people I find considerate are Sunday visitors to the village church.  The lorries are very bad when parking for local chip shop obstructing view from traffic both ways.

· The industrial area on Access Lane should have an alternative route.  The heavy lorries using Station Rd is unacceptable.  2) Illegal tipping on Access Lane detracts from the rural setting of area.  3) Parking outside shops is non-existent.  People should park in the pub car park and walk to the shops.  4) A crossing should be inserted at the top of Station Rd to allow people to cross in safety to shopping area.  5) A parking restriction should be placed at shopping area.  6) Traffic lights should be extended on green to allow more traffic to enter and exit both Station and Mattersey Roads.  7) The bus shelter on Station Rd needs to be completely refurbished.  8) A complete review of the level crossing on Station rd needs to be conducted with a view to easing the traffic flow and reduce waiting time.

· More police patrols.

· Quite a lot of the time the playing field is not safe for children due to teenagers rallying about on motorbikes and scooters.

· A village community centre would be good especially for the elderly.  Since my mum has moved here 2 years ago there have been no activities, which she likes, such as bingo.  In her last community she liked to get involved in these sorts of activities and used to help run them in local community centre.  I myself have lived here for 3 years and am happy here.

· Would like the road noise and better road surfacing.  Also HGV to use main roads only, no minor roads and reduce speed limit on every road throughout village e.g. Blyth Rd.  Happy to have a fixed speed camera on entering the village.

· Don’t spend any money unless absolutely essential.  No need for a village/community centre – the church hall is perfectly adequate.

· I take my grandchildren to the park but I worry about the number of teenage motorcyclists who ride in and out of it daily.  Not only are they a nightmare to the people of Station Ave but a clear danger to tots.

· There are far too many houses going up on every spare piece of land and I don’t think the traffic lights at the top of Station Road should ever have been put there.  Never known traffic lights in a village in my 68 years.

· Dog owners have been targeted for their failure to clean up quite rightly so, it’s still a problem in some areas so the message needs to be reinforced continually.  As a dog owner myself it grieves me as I clear up after my dog to witness the litter of beer cans, domestic refuse, discarded motorcycle and cycle parts purposely left on public paths and bridleways.

· The illegal riding of unlicensed motorcycles, scooters etc on the main roads, footpaths and bridleways continues unchecked and aggressively.

· Older teenagers ‘between jobs’ or simply hanging out in the play park waiting for the school bus to intimidate younger school children, riding scooters and illegal motorcycling while they wait.

· Evidence of alcohol and drug abuse in the play park.

· Better shopping and parking if the village is to improve.

· A zebra crossing on Mattersey Rd would give children safer access to park and would slow traffic down to better limit.

· Traffic problems, particularly speeding and heavy lorries need urgent attention.

· We moved to Ranskill from Worksop a little less than a year ago and have found it to be a delightful village after all the problems of Worksop.  Keep up the good work and long may Ranskill be preserved as a quiet village haven.

· Enlightened to see young people figure importantly in this questionnaire. Happy to complete it, hope everyone else is. (Quite wordy)

· Of most benefit to people living at the north of the village would be a bus shelter (north bound) at Arundel Drive as protection from the prevailing westerly wind and rain. Elderly people use this bus stop.

· Buses need to be sorted out. Good service but needs more variety of places instead of Doncaster and Retford. Links to Doncaster via Finningley Airport.

· There are frequent acts of minor vandalism e.g. stealing milk, destruction of ‘scarecrows’ last summer, stolen Christmas tree lights both private and public. We never hear of any action being taken to remedy this. We have had planters taken from our garden and an obelisk uprooted and damaged. There has been talk of drug abusers living in the village. Does anyone take these things seriously?

· I have lived in Ranskill for 20 years. On my cul-de-sac there is a gennel to the next cul-de-sac, which has never been cleaned. In the autumn one has to cut through brambles to get down it, surely this is not right.

· Close the road around the woods to traffic to avoid constant fly tipping. Resurface for pedestrians. Mattersey Road – Footpath to be extended from Railway Bridge to access road. Litter bin to be placed in centre of Folly Nook Road and at the top. Footpath to be improved between the Church and Torworth.

· Not been here long enough to fully comment.

· Ranskill for us is a quiet convenient place to live, we moved here to access good secondary educations and even though our children have long since flown the nest we enjoy the ambience of the village and its gentle friendly atmosphere.

· Unable to get an NHS Dentist.

· I am a newcomer to Ranskill, the main reason for moving from Cheshire was that most of the green belt was over developed. My daughter and her family live a few minutes away. I am elderly, in good health but I need to be near my family. I am sorry I have not been very helpful with your questionnaire but I have completed the questions relevant to me. I trust the outcome of the questionnaire will be favourable to all the elderly people in the village.

· We are very satisfied with the village (work long hours), most time is spent in the village between 5.30pm and 6.00am.

· Please can we have a post box around F Nook Lane and Mattersey Road.

· Mattersey Road needs to be 30 mph, real need for an organised playing and sports field and village hall. Police presence is needed now and again.

· The whole village looks run down and scruffy, mainly due to the area around the Blue Bell pub and village shop and its adjoining house which looks unlived in and derelict. No amount of hanging baskets will improve the look of this pathetic little village. The main problem with this village is the young people who hang around in groups making a mess of the seat area around the telephone kiosk, especially at night, intimidating people passing by.

· The junction at the top of Station Road with Bawtry needs immediate improvement especially with cars that have to park right outside the shop and block the road. A right turn filter arrow from Bawtry Road onto Station Road may help. Better policing of people letting their dogs foul the footpaths.

· The main problems as I see them are speed of traffic on Mattersey Road. It is narrow, with houses on each side along its full length. It needs to be a 30mph zone. Parking on Mattersey Road/Station Road near the shop is a serious hazard. Parking restrictions should apply and be enforced. Management of access road to deter or prevent fly tipping should be a priority.

· Stop building; keep the countryside open and green.

· Bring back a bobby on a bike.

· Open more bridleways.

· In my opinion after living in other village’s settings is that the cross roads at traffic lights, Blue Bell and Newsagents all look very poor, these businesses windows cold look better. Also gangs of youths meet in this area making the village look very rough to people passing through the village. Bus stop also in this area look down beat. A must are traffic cameras near the traffic lights, boy racers zooming through the village is alarming at times.

· It is way past time parking was stopped at least 50 ft from the traffic lights. Many time being stuck on Main Road as you cannot get round because of cars parked both sides of the road and the lights change. Let’s hope we can sort this out before life is lost. Also cars parking on footpaths.

· Speed limit on Mattersey Road should be 30mph as there is a children’s playground and a school crossing patrol.

· As I stated earlier, Mattersey Road should be 30mph up to the railway bridges.

· Village needs a village hall to give the community somewhere to meet and socialise and to give a community spirit.

· The Parish Council should look in to the speed limit on Mattersey Road, 30 mph should be the limit.

· Our biggest concern is the traffic problem on Station Rd and the parking problem at the junction with Great North Rd.  In addition the use of motorbikes by youths riding in a reckless manner is a growing problem.  Further information as to the status of the patch of grassed land at the entrance to Lowfield Close would be appreciated.

· Been a pleasure living in village over last few years.  Feel settled and safe. Thanks to effort put in by Parish Council and everyone in village.  Environment is friendly and it is nice that simple things happen every day like people saying hello in the street.  Hope my comments help.

· Vehicles parked on pavements cause a hazard to children and pedestrians.  Something should be done about motorcycles going round and round Station Ave early evening and weekends and doing wheelies in middle of road.  It is an accident waiting to happen as more often than not they are riding in middle of the road.

· With shop and local pub which is awful.  A pub can be the heart of a village where people go to meet other villagers (look at Coronation St, Eastenders, Emmerdale etc). There are lots of new houses springing up here yet nowhere for them to go to meet fellow villagers.  I feel this is the one single shortcoming of this village - I am sure other people would agree.

· In activities round the village but constraints of children/work/college mean we seem to be on the edge of it all at the moment.  Families who live in village should be encouraged to use our local nursery and school facilities which are excellent instead of going to neighbouring villages.  Area beyond Access Rd needs cleaning up or developing in some way.

· More enforcement on no tipping on Access Rd.  30 mph notice to be placed on Station Rd.

· Be made into a car park to assist those living on Station Rd who have no parking or garage facilities.   Station Rd needs to be widened and developed into a proper road due to the volume of traffic using it.  Corner shop, chip shop and post office should all be moved to a better location. Where the Blue Bell Court' houses have just been built would have been ideal.

· Shame that there is a disruptive level of youth in the village and that they have to spoil the park area and the green area beyond the wood and break the trees down in the wood.  If I could catch them I would certainly report them to the police.

· More litter bins on Station Ave. Dog fouling.  Move seat on Green near bungalows Station Ave because of kids leaving litter behind.  More gritting.

· Under this heading I would like to make comments on the Torworth traffic problems.  I am concerned about the problems faced by Torworth residents and I certainly do not want to drive through the village at high speed.  In the light of the following, this is probably a good thing!  My first comments concern the last central reservation.

· I would like to see some facilities for older children so as to prevent misuse of park.  Industrial site on Access Rd is constantly expanding which in turn puts more traffic through Station Rd.  I would like to see an alternative road to restrict the traffic to this site.

So far I am impressed with the village facilities, some of the pavements need improving and some need to be built. Facilities for 16-25 year olds need improving because frankly they look bored. Also you need to crack on with that indoor climbing wall, saves going to Sheffield every week.
